
STANDING GROUP FOR THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF EDUCATION 
BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS 

 
MINUTES OF THE 26TH MEETING HELD ON 18 MARCH 2004  

AT LEICESTER 
 

 
Present: Ray Baker, Janice Beck, Geoff Black, Chris Borderick, Greg Durkin, Bob Dutton, 

Doug Elliott, Chris Gilbert, Jo Humphreys, Ged Mitchell, Graham Olway, 
Penny Pennington (Secretary), John Proctor, Shirley Turner (Chair) 

 
Apologies: Tony Blackman, Clare Medland, Gareth Simmons 
 
Circulation: All above plus Keith Armstead, Tony Palmer, Clare Townend 

 
 ACTION 
1. Notes of the meeting held on 12 November 2003 

 
1.1. Shirley has written to Peter Foale to thank him for his contribution to EBDOG. 

 
1.2. Ofsted now using new framework for LEA Inspection (from January 04) – see Ofsted 

website, in particular, link inspection judgements.  Likely that more evidence will be 
required than in previous rounds. 
 

2. Schools Capital Strategy Consultative Group 
 
ST reported that the group had not met since November and consultation had been 
undertaken by correspondence.  The main areas have been: 
 

2.1. Capital Allocations 
 
• Modernisation and formula funding (LEAs now have this) 

• Devolved Formula Capital (DFC) (now on teachernet website) 

• Seed Challenge (now available) 
 

2.2. Capital Allocations in the Light of BSF 
 
• DfES working on how to assist LEAs and schools in using DFC and formula 

allocations wisely in advance of BSF funding being programmed. 

• Also consideration of whether to abate DFC and formula allocations for 
schools/LEAs in the BSF programme.  Wider consultation likely on this. 

• TCF – DfES considering whether this is still needed, and if so, should it focus on 
primary and special?  Will TCF be allocated through the SCP?  Consultation on this 
to follow. 

• Specialist schools - £100K capital funding is made available to each school to 
establish specialist status.  Consideration being given to what happens when school 
is in the BSF programme. 
 

2.3. VA Capital 
 
No meetings or discussions have been held on this but LEAs reporting serious issues re: 
availability of LCVAP and DFC to support planned programmes.  ST to make 
representations to Sally Brooks on the issues and to call for meetings to be reinstated. 
(Post meeting note:  CG and JH to be representatives on this group). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST 
 
 



3. Building Schools for the Future 
 
• Wave 1 – LEAs were announced on 12 February.  General view was that 

deprivation, together with the need for an LEA to raise standards and its capacity to 
deliver capital projects were the principle criteria for selection of LEAs. 

• PP explained the Pathfinder experience and the issues currently under 
development, the most prominent being the nature of the LEP and affordability. 

• PWC are running a series of conferences on BSF issues – fliers have been sent to 
Chief Officers. 
 

4. AMPs 
 
• Concern over the inconsistency of suitability appraisal grading was discussed.  

Individual LEAs and groups have raised with DfES. 

• The general consensus was that AMPs would still be required when SEPs 
introduced. 
 

5. Schools Client Forum 
 
ST and CB have represented the group at two meetings. 
 
• In December presentations from Sport England and NOF were made. 

• In March, a Sports Facilities provider, Swim25, presented information in their basic 
swimming pool package (25m at a cost of £2M).  They also provide the capital 
funding which results in ‘rent’ of £18K per month. 

• Integer is a company which provides support to schools in terms of using a building 
project as a resource for the curriculum. 

• The Association for Science Education is providing a CD ROM (Laboratory Design 
for Teaching and Learning) with a drawing tool for designing science labs (£5 
handling charge) – www.ase.org.uk 

• The forum is holding a conference at the Institute of Education on 16 June at which 
the new BB77 guidance is likely to be discussed. 
 

6. TCF 
 
• Feedback from DfES on non-successful bids is available if requested. 

 
7. Building Bulletins 

 
• BB82 is being replaced as follows: 

 
BB98 Secondary Sector (area guidelines) will be on website in April 
BB99 Primary Sector (area guidelines) draft likely in April on website 
 
Additionally, an ‘architects handbook’ will follow to provide supplementary detail to 
BB98 and 99. 

• BB77 draft is in production and should be available for consultation in April/May.  
The results of the research used to prepare BB77 is already on the website. 

• BB80  Science (revised 2004) is now on website 

• Manchester is being consulted on the usefulness of BBs and other advice/guidance 
provided by sbdu.  Other LEAs may also be approached. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ase.org.uk/


• Sheffield reported on the proposed introduction of SmartWater to schools to stem 
the tide of ICT equipment theft.  It is a paint-on marker with unique identification 
being recommended by South Yorkshire Police force.  (Cost approximately £50 per 
school per annum).  www.smartwater.com 

• The use of Sound Field Systems was discussed.  Some LEAs now providing them 
as standard to help the hearing impaired, prevent loss of concentration and 
resultant behaviour problems.  (Cost approximately £1K per classroom).  
 

8. Conferences 
 
Thanks expressed to Ged and colleagues in Manchester for the conference in November.
 
May ’04, Plymouth (Moat House, 13/14 May) – Janice Beck has been commissioned to 
assist in the organisation of this.  Fliers have already gone to LEAs.  The format has been 
determined and it was agreed that the BSF slot should comprise: 
 
Presentation on the process PfS 15 mins 
LEPs Pathfinders 15 mins 
Educational vision Pathfinders 15 mins 
Financial issues Pathfinders 15 mins 
Q & A  25 mins 
 
Nov ’04 – Gloucestershire – can no longer commit to this due to inadequate supply of 
hotel rooms, therefore other host LEA sought.  Janice Beck to research potential venues 
and approach LEAs 
 
May ’05 – West Sussex 
 
Nov ’05 – South Gloucestershire 
 

9. Any Other Business 
 
• JH reported that the Basic Need cost multipliers for 2004/5 are: 

 
Primary  £8,299 
Secondary £11,696 
Post-16 £13,799 

• BD reported that Becta offer free seminars on “Visioning the Learning Environment” 
at the British Library. 

• JH had received information from DfES that new build special school costs should 
be £2040 per m2 and refurbishments £1070 per m2. 

• Manchester now passing responsibility for roof replacement, boilers and other 
repairs to schools.  LEA retains a small amount for schools to bid for. 

• Surrey funds major condition items centrally but school required to commit 50% of 
the cost from DFC.  Shropshire operates an “at least 20% DFC contribution” 
system. 

• If Barnet is to carry out a scheme then it expects 100% of DFC to be committed in 
the year the work is undertaken. 
 

10. Next Meeting 
 
The next Standing Group meeting will be held on Thursday 12 May, 4pm in Plymouth. 
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